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world has Teen this folly fall, and it has fallen by .being laughed at, 
^ind the farce of titles will follow its late. — The patriots of France 
have difco'.ered in good time, that rank and dignity in fociety mud 
take a new ground. The old one has fallen through. — It mufi now 
take the fin ftantial ground of character, inftead of the Chimerical 
ground of titles; and they have brought their titles to the altar, 
.and made of them a burnt offering to Reafcn. 

If no mifchicf had annexed itfeif to the folly of titles, they 
•would not have been worth a ferious and formal detraction, fue'h 
as the National Affembiy have decreed them : and this makes it 
iiecelfary to enquire farther into the nature and character of 
ariftocracy. 

T hat, then, which is called ariftocracy in fo me countries, and 
nobility in others, .arofeout of the governments founded upon con- 
.queft. it was originally a military order, for the purpofe'of fup- 
porting military government, (for fuch were all governments found- 
ed in conqueft) ; and to keep up a fucceffion of this order for the 
purpofe for which it was eftabliffied, all the younger branches of 
- thofe families were difnherited^ and the law of primogemtiirejhip 
dbt up. 

The nature and character of ariftocracy fhews itfeif to us in this 
Jaw. It is a law againft every law of nature, and Nature hetfelf 
calls for its deft ruction. Eftablilh family juft ice, and ariftocracy 
tails. By the ariftocratical law of primogeniturefhip, in a family 
ol fix children, live. are expofed. Ariftocracy has never more than 
sue child. The reft are begotten to be devoured. They are thrown 
to the cannibal for prey, and the natural parent prepares the unna- 
tural repaft. 

As every thing which is out of nature in man, affeXs, more or 
lefs, the intereft of fociety, fo does this. All the children which 
the ariftocrayy difowns (which are all, execept the eldeft) are, in 
general, caft like orphans on a parifti, to be provided for by the 
public, but at a greater charge. — Unneceflary offices and places in 
governments and courts are created at the expence of tihe public, to 
maintain them. 

With what kind of parental reflexions can the father or mother 
contemplate their younger offspring. By nature they are children, 
■and by marriage they are heirs; but by ariftocracy they are baftarcis 
and orphans. They are the flefh and blood of their parents in one 
line, and nothing akin to them in the other. To reftore, there- 
fore, parents to their children, and children to their parents — rela- 
tions to each- other, and man to fociety — and to exterminate the 
monfter Ariftocracy, root and branch — the French conftitution has 
deftroved the law of Primogknitureship. Here then lies the 
moufte^ and Mr. Burke, if he pleafes, may write its. epitaph. 

Hitherto we have considered ariftocracy chiefly in one point of 
view. We have now to confider it in another. But whether we 
vjqw it before . or behind, or ft de-ways, or any way elfe, domef- 
tically or publicly, it is if ill a monfter. 

In France, ariftocracy had one feature lefs in its countenance, 
than what it has in fome other countries^ It did not compofe a 
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body of hereditary legiflators. It was not “ ft corporation of arif 
tec racy,” for fuch I have heard M. de la Fayette deferibe an Eng- 
liili Houfe of Peers. Let us then examine the grounds upon which, 
the French conftitution has refolved againft having fuch a Houfe in 

^Becaufeyin the firft place, as is already mentioned, ariftocracy is 
kept up by family tyranny and injuftice. 

Secondly, Becaufe there is an unnatural tmfltnefs in an ariftocracy 
to be legiflators for a nation. Their ideas of dijirjbutivc jjfice arc 
corrupted at the very fource. They begin life by trampling on all 
their younger brothers and lifters, and relations of every kind, and are 
tauoBt andf educated fo to do. With what ideas of jpftice or ho- 
nour can that man enter a houfe of legiflaiion, who abforbs in his 
own perfon the inheritance of a whole family of children, or doles 
out to them fome pitiful portion with, the infcience of a gift ? 

Thirdly, Becaufe the idea of hereditary legiflators is as incon- 
ftftent as that of hereditary judges, or hereditary juries ; and as ah- 
furd as an hereditary mathematician, or an hereditary wife man ; 
and as ridiculous as an hereditary poet-laureat. 

Fourthly, Becaufe a body of men holding themfelves account- 
able to nobody, ought not to be trufted by any body. 

Fifthly, Becaufe it is continuing the uncivilized principle of go- 
vernments founded in conqueft, and the bafe idea of man having 
property in man, and governing him by perfonal right. 

Sixthly, Becaufe ariftocracy has a tendency to degenerate the hu- 
man fpecics. — By the universal ceconomy of nature it is known, 
and by the inftance of the jews it is proved, that the human fpepies 
has a tendency to degenerate, in any fmall number of perfons, 
when feparated from the general ftock of fociety, and intermarry- 
ing conftandy with each other. It defeats even its pretended end, 
and becomes in time the eppoflte of what is noble in man. Mr. 
Burke talks of nobility; let him fliew what it is. The greatefl: 
characters the world have known, have rifen on the democratic 
floor. Ariftocracy has not been able to keep a proportionate pace 
with democracy. „ The artificial N v obl e fhrinks into a dwarf be- 
fore the Noble of Nature ; and in the few finances of thofe (for 
there ‘are fome in all countries) in whom nature, as by a miracle, 

has furvived in ariftocracy, those men- despise it. But it 

is. time to proceed to a new fiibjeX. 

The French conftitution has reformed the condition of the clergy* 
It has railed the income of the lower and middle dalles, and taken 
from the higher. None is' now lefs than twelve hundred livres 
(fifty pounds fterling), nor any higher than about two or three thou- 
iand pounds. What will Mr. Burke place againft this ? Hear what 
he fays. 

He fays, " That the people of England can fee without pain or 
“ grudging, an archbifhop precede a duke ; they can fee a bilk op 
cc of Durham, or a bithop of Winchefter, in pofteffion of ^10,000 
j, “ a-year; and cannot fee why it is in worfe hands than eftates to 
64 the like amount in the hands of tins earl or that Yquire.” And 
/Mr. Burke offers this as an exampHio France, 
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